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Section I- Montana High School Dropout Rates 

by Race/Ethnicity Overview 



IntroducUon 

The McntJiii Scbiaal AccT^diliCiDii SlHcidint ( 10.55 603^ ARMr rrquj re schools Id do follciw-upsludicbor^radiJiLcb ind '>tijdcnh no Icngcr jn 
atlcndincc. Lhcrc Fo re. d ro [v u t diLj Jb collcclcd frum aJL public And occ red Lied {by the Monlani Bojrd oFPublie Educalicnl nanpiiblic sebunebi EacK 
rflLlsizhDDlf Te pa rL drupD Lit dsla for grades 7 through LZ hv gender and r^ce/ethnicily izBtcgones far the prevmusschciciL ycor 

The h\]Qwiag rrpon pfDV]des hjgbseluciL dropoul daln by counly^ '>{:hoo1^ and nce/cthnicity for hJL j^blic and aei: red tied ncinpubLic hi^h sehool'>. 
The rAce'ethfuc I ly calefaniis And dTDj>JiJl dellnj Lionel Jie consistcTil wjth ihe requiiemEJils of lhe U.S. I>cj^BrLmcnl cirEdiJL:Dt]Dn.NBLLOiiBJ CcnlerfGr 
EducAlLcrn StAlisties TNCES^CoinmcinCcirr of Dal a (CCDl ie|xirtjng End nrr jvDVjded Jl tbeend oE thU rrj»n in ihc D|i|iETidjcc'>^ a^i well as daEi 
c^LleeliGFi anddiopoul rttc calcuJaUcn mc ttudc] [ogy. 

Anal^asoF Muntanu High School Dropuul Rales by R:ice/[£thnicily 

* Eorlbe post few v^hj^^ MonlBiia high B^hool dieipcuit rALi:±>. including iho&c for AmcncHn Jndiins^ Havc becTi on ihedcLzLine. as illuslralcd id 
Tible Ion the folLnwing pige. It is unckir however^ whether this dee] inc is due Lii Linpi~aved dnjpciut rAlescir im proved drupauEdjla 
ccllceUan precuduTes and incTeased cinphaiii^ pi aced o n d rn pD tit data ^Llh recant to nc^ federal neeoun tabling rcquLrrnirnU ForpubLc high 
cchoo]^ 

« MonlHcii hiHsocn lndjan rrscrvHtions And one lAiid1e.'>s 1ribr, iherrforc. the ""Amenean IndlAn" roce/c thnicj tv category repr^ucnLs ihc lArgeM 
jninonlv ^roup in ihc atilc Dunng the ?UI)?-U3 .'>chooJ ycAr, Amenctn I ndt in aludenbt dn] ppcd oul of higb bctncL iT i ntc 26 Umcfci that of 
while students 

* During lbc l99Jt-99 ihningh lhe 2002-03 iichool yeais. America n IndiBn smdenls made up a dispnjporlLonilc pcTreulBgeoFdiopauls. 

AmcncBn IndiAns rrjveic cited 9.1 percent of the lotAl scboDJ cnrollmcnL fur grides 9 thraugb \2y but acccLintcd for 22.9 p^rcenLcr the 
druponls^ as jlluslrated jn Figure l^ 

* The rAcc/ethnieilv eilegaQe.sor.A^jan^ Htspanie. Bliek. and PocjfLc Islander Accounled far 3.7 pcicentof ihc tola! high.'ichool drepout^ and 

3.3 pcrecnl cf the ccrrchpondLngOclobcrcniollmcnl Because the number of students enrolled For ihe^e rAcc/ethnieilv cilegenes Jh loh^ 
inciLial dropom rales oflcn >ATy ^idel^ fiom yearlo year. An average diopoul rale nliLzing diDpoul and cniDllmenldata frnm multiple years 
IS a morr accurate indicator For ihe^e Email groLijVn 

* AlthfinghsLalewidediopaul rates are usefLiI^ ihcy can disguise d ifCeTenc e& ci bservcd between vunDis tvpcs o f sebools. Figure 2 shows lhe 

distrkbul iQ n □ r ZQQ 2-Q .1 highsebofrl dropcul r^lc?i gniupcd by whether or nol the school cs located on nr near An Indian re&ei~v'ation. Allhiiugh 
schools loeAlcdonorneara nisei~v'Btion i~epresenl 19 4 pcrceni of the sebools &ei~v'ing grade'>9 thniugh 12, lhey ocetmnt for 7^ per^cnl of the 

.schools ^nhdnjpDLit rAlcii grcAlcrlhan 6 pcicent. Ncte^.'ichools wilhcniol]men1s ]e.'>s ihan-l^} Ai~c not included jn this Analy.hUi 



iBble 1 
MonCsna High School Dropout RateB by RsceiEthnKity fox Five Years 
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' T^EliK Happaun PzLciflc l^^brHJcr rEKJoJ ethnic calcgnry ad[£«[t Idi 0ie 1499-CD drnpnul [£jti and ita ^Dfi-Di JoU cru dBjb cnl dati CDBvcbnn Tha 
cakignry wosprnTDUEly grjup^d mli\ fit 'AEian'T^ct'^finicil^ cak^nry 





Figure 1. HighSchoo] Dmpoui A Enrollment by Race- Ethn icily as Percent of Total- 
1B9S-B6 to ZOCZ-OS Combined 
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FEgure2. Dp^trtbullon al 2002-03 Dropnul f^Qlsafor l^cnlEns High Schocls By Schnal LocBtlnn 
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Section II- Montana High School Dropout Rates 
by Race/Ethnicity- 2002-03 School Year 
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Appendix A. Dropoul Dala Co][ection and Cakulatlons 



Diopaul rHEEzscHci be c h If ul alcd and rrjurlErd in thrrc difrci^Dl wavs: 
cvcnl ri[E:^ 1±>nipbbic] [ of iho^c ^hodiopoul in a single ycMT)^ '>li[iLh 
r^CELS Ipfoporljci n □ r po piiljl Lon who have hdI com jJclcd sc bicc [ And hit 
Tiot cniollcd)^ 4iid cohort r^lch fa moi^ comprehensive pjcCui^ h^h]ch 
foJ[ow^ I ^Bcnplc £ ro up o f ^1 Lidcnb> o> en i mc and generalizes iheir n^c 
to a I arger gioupF- The colJcclion method used in lhi^ report as an eveni 
nic ndapled Fram ihcNCES hL ihe U S_ DcpiirLmeni orEduciLLDn and 
k eon£i£lenl ^ilh the i^quimneDls of llie NCES CommoD Com of Dala 
(CCD> mporliJig- 



MonlBcia schools hjve re|X}ned dro|T]LJL numbers Id the OFIlceor 

Public InstniclLon lOPl) since 199-1-95 Wiing k consjslcnl dropout 

^ parting melhod developed bv the N^lionj] CenlerforEducHtion 

SlBtLslJcs {NCES^ Each fill schools Tepcrt diopDut dita for grades 7 

thnjLi^h [1 bv fender and roceyelhniejt^ forihe prevtoussehooL year 

School!! ire piu^ided x^jth ihe jWH^arunu Gr(iif\t(iJe ami Dttifft^tl Dai£^ 

Ct4ii0c^if*fi Mijxiiibiv^ lhal pjuvjdcs del b tied tnstnicltrrns for 

deleimtning whelherornrrl b sludenl je consjdend b dio|~cut. In 2002- 

D^^ report wem mzeived from ill AcendjEed schools ^ithgr^es 7 ihnnugb 12^ 



Dropoufi Bi? the couni of tndtviduuls who: 

Lj wcir cnrollol jn sc hoo] on ttit dal£ dF the pnzv toifi vc ar Ociolicr 
cnrotlmcnlconnlor Jt :ranir tjmcdtirng \hc pirviotis sc hnol 
>car Add wcnz tut cniollcd on tht dit^ of tht c urrcnt school 
year Oebbtr CO Lint ^ 

or 

2] wcir not tnrolLcd Jl the bcgtnninE of [he fiTTVioic^bmcl ycBr 
bm wric expected Id cnioll ind did nol Tr-enrott dnnn^ ihc year 
I'nostuiv"! ifid Vrcrz naleniolledon the dilr of the c Lorcnl 
school ycBrOclobcTcounl. 

and 

3] have m^t |ij^chjat£d From higb school or compleled nslBleor 
dtsmcl-a^[in» ed tufji sc hool fdueadonal j^iognm^ 

and 
have nol traisferrrcT Id aixither schciD^ l^cf n Irm ponnl> Ahsenl 
due lo B scheol-i7eo|£ni/ed ]1]nc»> or suspension, or djed 
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Calcuinting ti Dr^pi^uf Rate 

Diopoul rites ire eileulitcd by djvidtng lhe ntimberol d^o|~cul^ a^ 
deftned ibove bv lhe October enro I Imcnl 1otal Dropoul rates ^iry for 
dj^Bggn:gAledstudcn1 gron[% |J-e.^ rAcc/cthnjcitv. gender) Caletilattng 
ind analyzing dj^ Bggnrgiled diopoul rates ls key jn delerminjnj| if 
cerlBtngiouph oFsludcnLs ire moie likely to dropouC and can be tised 
indoelopcng ind largcUngdiopaul prc^'enlion efforts^ 



DrvpfHit Rafff Ffjrmxxtii 

Diopont R^te = Number dF dropDLd^^c lobcr cnjuUment X 100 

Ex unfile' 

The 2002-0 J Dmjwut Rjlr Tor M DnI ina Arc redttecf ScbDols = 
1 510 Dropouts for ^ndcs 7 thrauch I2dtvjdedb> 74,961 
stuJcnts ennjilcd tn04:toher2S}D2mull]ptt«] b>' tOD =25 "^^ 
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Data Lrniitati<}ns 

Because lhr number orsHidcnl^ CTinjILcd far'>mHLIsfhuu]E hcicI r^cjal ininDnK' |rou|~e js t^IaIiveI^ low. small annual chiJi^cs jn dalH 
cancHLiiiC wjdc ^inaUons jn annuil dro[vuL. Forcxiniplr^ ]n ecIbss wclh lU s1udcn['>^Gnc dn^pout %^ Quid Lranslitc Id a LO pcnzcal 
dnjpoul rale A jug re rrflli&hc indjcjIcirGf the dnipoiJl rale far mh all scbicob^ and ricLiI miiiQrjt\ ^luupb is an ivcragc of "iCvcraL ycaiGx 

Monl B na Jdeis nal Lzurrenlly Ka^c on Lndividu^l ^ludenL infurniDLDn sy'>lcm knd 1 hciefurc. c annrrl Lr^izk indLVjduaL& ai: iviiks sc hcici Ls iqd 
school ycjii- The OPI collects aggrrgiLc cnrollmcnl ind d ro [^3 u t counls each fiH from sc hoo Is s which cimcs with Jt the risk of 
m tsci Bhsifjcil Lon of EUTol Imc nt Mnd dTojx3iJl dali (l.e ^ rc[y^rLing i sludcnl's ncc/c ttinic i [^ i ncc ns is tcnl I y bcl^ccncniollmcnt tnd 
dio poul dal t collcclLons. rcporlang a Irufifer student b^ b dro£x?Lit}^ 



Appendix B. Race/Etbn icily Deilnitions 

RBCC/EthnhlUA' : The jtrncral rnciil or ethnic calcfory ^hjch moM cIcBrly rrneels lhe indj^iduir^ T^cegriLlian in hjs or her 
ce tnmuiij tv ^ or w Lih ^hich the jndi^iduiL mosl jdcnuELCj^. 

American Indlan/AbskanNatt^'C — A person hivcng origins m inv oFlhc eriginil pcoj^esof Nonh and South Amcnci 

lincludangCenlrtl AmcncA)^ Bcid i^ho miintaiiuculturil idcntiflc alio n thiough Inbal iFliljatJon orccmmimity T^ccgnctJcnL 

.VslflD — A [^rson havtng origins of Bny ef thcDn^inil peoples of the FirEast^ Southeisl Astj^ or the IndiBnsubecintinenLs. This 
arei includes^ for c^ample^ China. Ind ii^ JipBn. and Korea. 

Bbckor Afrlcaa American |D0I Hl^^iaalO — A peison having ongtns tn in v oT the black netil grau|^ of Arriea. 

HLspfl nic or Latino — A pcTson who traces his or herort^in ordesecnl tc Mexico^ Puerlci Rtco, Cubi^CcnlrBl ind Soulh AmencE 
Bnd other Spjujsh cnllure'^ regaidless cf race^ 

Native Ha^^allun or Paclllc Isbnder — A p;:tson hiving orig]nb jn any ef the originil peoples of HbvfBji or the Pocjfic J.shndb. 
This arrB inclndes^ fci r exiin pie, G u Jin ^ the Philcppine Islanct^ SamDj and Tahiti. 

WUIe, Non-HLspante — A peison hiving ertgin^ in Bny erthcDngcnil peoples of Etrnipe^ Nerth Africa, or the Middle Eb^I 
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